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Marilyn Monroe in admiration
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MARILYN AMORE
It is a reasonable assumption that Marilyn Monroe's
position as one of the most recognised faces in the
world, and the fact that she has probably appeared
on more magazine covers than any other movie star,
are not discrete phenomena. Monroe expert Clark
Kidder's Marilyn Monroe: Cover to Cover docu-
ments over 300 such covers and still makes no
pretence at comprehensiveness. Her apparent sui-
cide in 1962 only fanned the flames: Paris Match, in
its August issue from that year, devoted 36 pages
and 46 images to coverage of her death. There is
still some debate about her debut cover appear-
ance, back in the days when she was Norma Jean
Dougherty and an aspiring model, with the earliest
claim going to her smiling simulation of a prosper-
ous airline passenger on the front of the January
1946 number of Douglas Airview, the Douglas
Aircraft Company's in-house magazine. What is
uncontested is that in the following 12 months she
appeared on the cover of 33 national magazines,
including Playboy. Town magazine flagged its tribute
to Marilyn with this exuberantly sexy shot, seemingly
un-posed, conventionally framed and all the more
memorable for it.









